
!e necessity to sustainable  
bio-based economy in the EU

financial contributions support the large-scale 
commercialisation of high-quality biobased 
products, through investments in innovative 
manufacturing facilities and processes, as well 
as in biorefining research and demonstration 
projects.

Several EU Member States have included 
the co-financing of the BBI in their Smart Spe-
cialisation Strategies. !e “champions” in this 
field are those Member States, who are highly 
developed, with a highly developed agri-
culture, such as the Netherlands, France and 
Italy, who all pay great attention to this area. 
I am convinced that these examples should 
be followed also by the other EU Member 
States, thereby  defining the bio-economy and 
biotechnology as one of the most important 
pillars of the future development of Europe’s 
economy. In view of the EU’s environmental 
objectives for the year 2030 and our com-
mitments from the Paris climate agreement, 
strengthening of bioeconomy is the necessary 
and also the only right path!

!e EU therefore needs to create better con-
ditions for the transition from fossil to natural 
materials. It must actively support research, 
development and innovation in the BBI sector. 
It needs to strengthen the creation of new 
products and enhance the competitiveness of 
the BBI sector, thus creating more new jobs in 
its regions. For logistical reasons the transport 
of biomass is solely economically justifiable for 
a distances of maximum 50 - 70 kilometres 
from the origin, therefore supporting BBI is an 
extraordinary opportunity for enhancing the 
development in rural areas. With the BBI pro-
duction facilities located near the respective 
areas where raw materials are disposed we can 
ensure economic activity, jobs and thereby 
help to preserve population in rural areas. BBI 
is also an opportunity to make improvements 
to farms, as agricultural crops, such as sugar 
beets, are the most profitable in the crop 
rotation. BBI can also significantly improve 
the utilisation of wood biomass, as it usually 
exploits less quality wood residues and thus 
ensures sustainable forestry. Great opportu-
nities for the development of BBI can also be 
found in some Eastern European EU Member 
States as well as in EU candidate countries, 
with large areas of uncultivated agricultural 
land. Over and above BBI can additionally help 
with reducing the EU’s import dependency on 
protein feed.

Within the current framework, as well 
as in the legislative proposals that are cur-
rently being negotiated at the EU level, we 
can recognise Europe’s determination to 
encourage the use of sustainable biobased 
resources as a major source of raw material 
for conversion into innovative industrial 
products and fuels, as well as energy. !is 
goal, however, must be achieved without 
creating disturbances in food and feed supply. 
Environmental requirements must also be 
fully respected in this context. We must aspire 
to the expansion of the range and the volume 
of innovative products manufactured by the 
biobased industries from renewable biological 
resources. Development and production of 
products such as biobased plastics, chemical 
building blocks, ingredients for pharmaceu-
ticals or cosmetics and advanced biofuels from 
agricultural and forestry residues and biowaste 
should therefore be more encouraged. In order 
to achieve these goals, innovation within 
established biobased industries with a long 
tradition of processing renewable natural 
resources needs to be supported and also new 
types of biorefineries should be developed.

 
I also believe that the EU’s action plan for 
Circular Economy is an important step that 
the EU is taking towards a green and low-
carbon economy that uses all resources in 
an e"cient manner. It identifies the circular 
economy as an e#ective economic model that 
improves and simultaneously reduces the use 
of resources, while at the same time removing 
the problems related to the supply of raw 
materials. In this sense it is a perfect framework 
for the bright future of the European biobased 
economy.

The European Parliament under-
stands the bioeconomy and biobased 
industries (BBI) as a horizontal policy 

covering several sectorial policies: agriculture 
and food, forestry, energy, environmental 
policy, industrial policy and the creation of 
new jobs. Bioeconomy therefore includes 
the use and re-use of agricultural products, 
forestry, the paper industry and many other 
processing industries that use natural or 
biological resources. Therefore we can say 
without hesitation that BBI is the basic pillar 
of the circular economy!

The EU is very aware of the importance 
of BBI. Strengthening the EU’s support for 
this sector has started with the beginning of 
the current multiannual financial framework 
2014-2020 (MFF), when the BBI Joint Under-
taking (BBI JU) was established. BBI JU is 
$3.7 billion partnership between the EU and 
the Biobased Industries Consortium, whose 
members cover the entire biobased value 
chain and consist of large industries, SMEs, 
regional clusters, European trade associations 
and European Technology Platforms. BBI JU’s 
goal is to fulfil the potential of the European 
bio-economy and transform renewable 
natural resources into biobased products, 
materials and fuels using innovative tech-
nologies and bio-refineries. !e EU contributes 
975 million EUR of the Horizon 2020 research 
programme financial funds to BBU JU, while 
the private sector contributes the majority 
of the financial funds, 2,73 billion EUR. !ese 

Franc BOGOVI!
MEP (EPP Group), Member of the REGI 
Committee

1 4   |   T H E  E U R O P E A N  F I L E S  |  J T I S  S E C T O R S :  N E W  A M B I T I O N S –  N E W  S C A L E 


